Dear friends,

Many of you have voiced interest in being resourced and supported by JCPA's work to build a more productive
conversation around Israel. In case you missed this email in the flood of year-end emails, I wanted to make sure you saw
that JCPA has organized series of Webinars tailored for rabbis in the upcoming months. There will be a session with
Rabbi Dr. Daniel Roth of Pardes next week. Hope you will join us!
“Machlok et L’Shem Shamayim,” Text study and practical suggestions for observing the Jewish Day of Constructive
Conflict, with Rabbi Steve Gutow and Rabbi Daniel Roth, Director of Pardes Center for Judaism and Conflict
Resolution - Wed., Jan. 15 at noon EST.
Best Practices: How to Turn your Institution into a Community of Inquiry on Israel with Rabbi Melissa Weintraub –
Tues. Feb. 25 at noon EST.
The Role of the Rabbi in Facilitating Productive Disagreement, with Rabbi Amy Eilberg – March 19th at noon EST.

Participation is free, but we ask you to RSVP to civility@thejcpa.org.
See below for more information about ways you can get involved, and please be in touch if you have ideas for other ways
we might work together.

Warmly,

Rabbi Melissa Weintraub
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How You Can Lead: Strengthening our Communities by Healing
the Israel Conversation

Dear Rabbi,
The explosiveness around Israel in our community has been making headlines all
month – from a stormy panel at the 92nd St Y to frictions over Hillel guidelines. Just
last month, a JCPA study found that 3 in 10 rabbis fear talking about Israel in their
communities. This status quo cannot go on.
We are thrilled and proud to be leading the charge to heal our fractured communal
conversation, systematically and pro-actively, in communities and institutions across
the country.
We have three exciting announcements and two requests, so please read to the end.
Yes, we hope you will make a year-end, tax-deductible donation to

Yes, we hope you will make a year-end, tax-deductible donation to
support this endeavor, but our purpose in writing now is to invite you to involve your
congregations and institutions directly in building machloket l’shem shamayim across
divisions in our community.
Here’s how:
1) We are partnering with the Pardes Center for Judaism and Conflict Resolution to
organize activities around a
Jewish Day of Constructive Conflict on the
9th of Adar (Feb. 9, 2014). The 9th of Adar is
the day on which the initially peaceful and
constructive conflict (machloket l’shem
shamayim) between Beit Hillel and Beit
Shammai erupted into a violent and destructive
conflict. The day was later declared a fast day,
however, it was never observed as such.
We are calling on rabbis and other Jewish leaders to dedicate this day in
congregations, JCRCs and other institutions to cultivating civil discourse around Israel
and other issues that engender deep differences. Save the date! And stay tuned for
programmatic suggestions, sample sermons, resources, and templates from JCPA and
Pardes.
2) We will be organizing a series of Conference Calls tailored for rabbis in the
upcoming months.
“Machloket L’Shem Shamayim,” Text study and practical suggestions for
observing the Jewish Day of Constructive Conflict, with Rabbi Steve Gutow and
Rabbi Daniel Roth, Director of Pardes Center for Judaism and Conflict Resolution
- Wed., Jan. 15 at noon EST.
Best Practices: How to turn your Institution into a Community of Inquiry on Israel
with Rabbi Melissa Weintraub – Tues. Feb. 25 at noon EST.
The Role of the Rabbi in Facilitating Productive Disagreement, with Rabbi Amy
Eilberg – March 19th at noon EST.
Participation is free, but we ask you to RSVP to civility@thejcpa.org.

3) We are excited to share that Resetting the Table: Open Conversations on
Israel – our program in partnership with the UJA-Federation of New York – has
officially launched with a bang. We were flooded with highly-qualified applicants, from
which we selected 23 Fellows to train intensively over a six-month period to facilitate
and convene meaningful conversations across political divides on Israel. The group
reflects tremendous diversity in terms of political, religious and professional
backgrounds. Fellows come from Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, and transdenominational institutions, and span the political spectrum. They came together in
November for a rigorous, three-day training, and are now crafting a series of public
and private programs to support young Jews to talk, deliberate, and study about Israel
across their differences.

Two additional ways you can help:

1) Bring us to your Board of Rabbis or regional rabbinical gathering. We have
training, programmatic templates, and best practices to support speaking across
passionate disagreement. We need your help bringing these resources to the rabbis
and communities that need them. Please be in touch with Rabbi Melissa Weintraub at
mweintraub@thejcpa.org if you are interested in organizing an in-person workshop.
2) Donate. Your seed money helped us get this far. We need your support to continue
to share our growing expertise with leaders and institutions all over the country. Please

to share our growing expertise with leaders and institutions all over the country. Please
help us continue to bring the training, programs, and consultation that can shift the
norm of conversation around contentious issues from antagonism and avoidance to
dialogue and collaboration. Will you help us sustain and grow this effort with a
donation today?
Yours in gratitude and support,

Rabbi Melissa
Weintraub

Rabbi Steve
Gutow

Rabbi Amy
Eilberg

Ethan Felson
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