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Elu v’elu 
	  

	  
	  

(2.) Babylonian Talmud, Eruvin 13b 
Rabbi Abba said in the name of Shmuel: 
For three years, Beit Shammai and Beit 
Hillel argued. One side said that the 
halachah is like us, and the other said that 
the halachah is like us. 
A Bat Kol [i.e. a Heavenly voice] called 
out: Elu v’elu divrei Elohim chaim -- These 
and These are the words of the Living G-d.  
	  

What are Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel arguing about here? 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
What do you think of the response of the Bat Kol? 
 
________________________________________________ 
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Ritva (Rabbi Yom Tov ben Avraham 
Asevilli (Commentary on Eruvin 13b 
[How can it be that] Elu v’elu divrei 
Elohim chaim -- These and These are the 
words of the Living G-d? The Rabbis of 
France [i.e. the Tosafists] may their 
memories be blessed, asked: How can it 
be that both of them spoke the words of 
the Living G-d, yet one side said [for 
example, an object is] forbidden and one 
said it is permissible? They resolved it by 
noting that when Moshe went up to the 
heights to receive the Torah, it was shown 
to him 49 reasons why something is 
permissible, and 49 reasons why it is 
forbidden. He asked the Holy One Blessed 
Be He about this, and was told that this is 
left to the sages of Israel in every 
generation, and the ruling will be as they 
decide. 
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