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What is the Pardes Rodef Shalom School Program (PRSS)?

The Pardes Rodef Shalom School Program is a unique middle school project that 
develops conflict resolution skills via the study of traditional Jewish texts. The goals 
of the Pardes Rodef Shalom School Program are three-fold: 

1. To integrate Jewish text learning and the development of conflict resolution skills  
     in a holistic way in Jewish middle schools in North America

2. To help schools teach students to be skillful at problem solving social situations,  
     active in the prevention of bullying and committed to creating a more peaceful world
 
3. To engage students with rabbinic texts in ways that are relevant and inspiring          
     to the 21st century learner

The program offers in-depth curriculum units, advisory units, holiday units and a 
certification program. 

The 9Adar Project and the PRSS are programs of the Pardes Center for 
Judaism and Conflict Resolution, part of the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies. 

For more information, contact Joan Vander Walde, Program Director, 
at joan@pardes.org or visit www.pardes.org.il/prss.
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What is the 9Adar Project?

The 9Adar Project seeks to promote a culture of healthy and constructive 
disagreement throughout the year, with a particular focus on the week surrounding 
the Hebrew date of the 9th of Adar, which has become the international Jewish 
Week of Constructive Conflict.  

Schools, campuses, synagogues, Jewish organizations and conflict resolution 
organizations all take part in the 9Adar Project with various activities, including 
dedicating a newsletter, dvar torah, school assembly, or a brief faculty learning 
session on the topic of constructive conflict. Implementation of 9Adar within schools 
is the responsibility of the Pardes Rodef Shalom School Program, while activities 
within synagogues and organizations is the responsibility of the Pardes Rodef 
Shalom Communities Program. 

Why the 9th of Adar?

On the 9th of Adar, approximately 2,000 years ago, some traditional sources say that 
the initially peaceful and constructive conflict between two dominant Jewish schools 
of thought, Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai, erupted into a violent and destructive 
struggle over a vote on eighteen legal matters, leading to the death of many (3,000 
according to some sources). Both the Babylonian and Jerusalem Talmuds say that 
the day was as tragic as the day the golden calf was created.

According to other sources, the 9th of Adar was the day that mahloket (controversy) 
first emerged between Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai. It was later declared a fast 
day, though it was never observed as such. (Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim, Laws of 
Fasts 580)

Observing 9Adar: Jewish Week of Constructive Conflict 
in your school

What is the state of human relationships in your school, among students, faculty, 
on your school boards and committees, among your parents and faculty?
 
To what extent do members of your community see the school as a place to practice 
the healthiest and most ethical ways of being in relationship with one another?  Are 
all conflicts respectful? Does everyone feel included and valued? Do all feel that 
they have impact and none feel dominated or bullied? 

9Adar suggests that there are few things as important to the core mission of our 
schools as healthy and constructive discourse among all its stakeholders.
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Here are a few ideas how!

1. Use our sample lesson plans and activities.

2. Implement a school-wide day of learing about mahloket l’shem shamayim

3. Give a dvar torah connecting Parashat Terumah to the theme of 
     constructive conflict.

4. Share the G-dCast Video and Curriculum.

5. Put up a bulletin board about 9Adar.

6. Share how to be a rodef shalom for the day.

7.  Incorporate the Siddur’s references to redifat shalom in school minyanim.

8. Conduct a 9Adar Heshbon Hanefesh (Check-in) for your board of directors.

9. Provide a 5-10 minute learning session at a faculty meeting.

10. Spread the word through your newsletter.

Share your ideas!

Please share what you are doing for the week using #9Adar on Facebook and Twitter, 
or email 9adar@pardes.org.il  so we can share your ideas with others.

Consult with us   

For more help in how to best bring these ideas and others into your school, please 
contact Joan Vander Walde, Program Director, at joan@pardes.org.  
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1. Sample Lesson Plans and Activities 

More than ten lesson plans and activities are available on the 9Adar website. Click 
here to see them all. 

2. Information on a School Wide 9Adar Program

All academic disciplines within a school’s general studies program can incorporate 
constructive conflict within their classes. See here for how. And click here to see 
what one school did in 2014.

3. Sample Divrei Torah:   

• Rabbi Dr. Daniel Roth, “Parshat Trumah: ‘With their faces one to the other’ – 
the Cherubim as an image of Disagreement for the sake of Heaven”

• Rabbi Amy Eilberg, “Gifts of the Heart: Making School Communities Sacred”

4. G-dCast Video and Curriculum

Use the G-dCast Video and accompanying curriculum with your student body. 
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5. Bulletin Board Guide

Here are two ideas for making a 9Adar bulletin board:

1. Rodfei shalom 
Ask students to draw or download one or two pictures of people 
that they think are rodfei shalom (pursuers of peace).  Students 
should write captions for each picture, that in addition to the 
person’s name, summarize something he or she did in order to 
be seen as a rodef shalom.  Post the pictures and captions on a 
bulletin board entitled “Rodfei Shalom”.

2. Mahloket l’shem shamayim 
Explain to students that the term mahloket l’shem shamayim 
refers to any conflict that is engaged in a healthy and constructive 
way (looking for solutions, preserving the relationship, being 
flexible and valuing others’ opinions). Ask students to think about 
controversies they are aware of in history, literature, religion, 
politics, science or math that were constructive, or l’shem 
shamayim. Ask them to depict that controversy by sharing a 
photo, symbol, or drawing. Have students write a brief “blog” 
for their visual depiction that summarizes what the controversy 
was about and why they believe that it was carried out in a 
constructive and healthy way. Put the visual depictions and 

“blogs” on a bulletin board entitled “Mahloket l’Shem Shamayim”

Take pictures of your bulletin board and either submit them to 
9Adar@pardes.org.il or post them on Facebook with “#9Adar” in the text. 
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6. Be a Rodef Shalom (pursuer of peace) 
    for the day 

Background: Throughout Jewish history there were individuals known in their 
communities as rodfei shalom (pursuers of peace) or mitavchei shalom (peace-
brokers) who modeled themselves after Aaron, the High Priest, by pursuing 
peace and constructive conflict between individuals, families and communities. 
Commemorate this day by inviting members of your community to commit to 
being rodfei shalom for (at least) the day. A rodef shalom is someone who seeks to 
understand, respect and assist in constructively balancing conflicting needs and 
narratives between individuals, families and communities, in the spirit of mahloket 
l’shem shamayim (healthy and sacred disagreement. 

One of many possible ways to be a rodef shalom for the day is to greet others as 
a rodef shalom. A rodef shalom, like Aaron the High Priest, who was known as 
the ideal rodef shalom in rabbinic literature, often would pursue peace by simply 
greeting others with ‘shalom’ first, even to those from whom they may have been 
estranged. It is said, “When Aaron was walking on the road and bumped into a 
wicked person, he would (nevertheless) greet him with ‘shalom.’ ” (Avot deRabbi 
Natan, 12)

Activity: Much as we greet others on Shabbat with the blessing, “Shabbat shalom,” 
greet others on the 9th of Adar as a rodef shalom by being the first to say “shalom”, 

“shalom alecha” (‘peace be upon you’) to a man, “shalom alayich” to a woman, or 
“shalom aleichem” to several people. Offer this greeting as a genuine hope for the 
other person’s well-being and notice how this practice affects your interactions with 
the other person and your experience of your day. Pay attention in particular to what 
happens in you as you greet others you wouldn’t normally reach out to, or those with 
whom you have felt some tension in the recent past.

Click here for study texts on the practice of being the first to say “shalom” to others.

On more ways to be a rodef shalom, especially on the 9th of Adar, read our 
18 actions and 10 ways to practice peace.
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7. Siddur references to redifat shalom 
   for school minyanim

Click here for a list of redifat shalom references in the siddur. 

8. Heshbon Hanefesh (Check-in)

Activity: Invite your board to think together about how you have worked with 
differences and disagreements among you in the past year and what changes 
you would like to envision for the coming year.

View and discuss the G-dcast video on mahloket l’shem shamayim (disagreement for 
the sake of Heaven). Spend some time studying the mishnah itself, 
Avot 5:17.  

Then consider the following questions:

• How well have we, as a board, dealt with differences and disagreements 
   among us in the past year?

• When have we as a board fallen short of the tradition’s teachings about caring 
   for relationships in the presence of conflict? What can we learn from those            
   experiences?

• What intentions or guidelines might we want to articulate for our board 
   for the coming year?

9. A 5-10 minute learning session for  
    faculty meeting

Conduct a 5-10 minute learning session with your faculty, for example on 
Collaborative Inquiry: From Text to Practice.

Activities Pardes Rodef Shalom 
School Program

Jewish Week of Constructive Conflict
The 9Adar Project 

W W W . 9 A D A R . O R G

7

http://elmad.pardes.org/2015/08/redifat-shalom-in-the-siddur/
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=2&v=aL9pok2a41o.  
http://elmad.pardes.org/2015/07/collaborative-inquiry-from-text-to-practice/


10. Sample newsletter article:
Activities

We have all heard about the rabbis Hillel and Shammai and their students, the House of 

Hillel and House of Shammai, who famously conducted their wide-ranging disagreements 

with respect and authentic desire for the common good. In our contentious society, it 

is hard to imagine community leaders disagreeing without attacking one another’s 

intelligence and integrity.

But the widely known version of the story of Hillel and Shammai is incomplete. The 

Talmud tells us that once, approximately two thousand years ago, the peaceful and 

constructive conflict between Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai erupted into a violent and 

destructive battle over a vote on eighteen matters of law.  

According to later rabbinic sources, these tragic events took place on the 9th of Adar and 

as many as 3,000 students died that day. (According to other sources, however, the 9th of 

Adar marks the first disagreement for the sake of Heaven between the rabbis. And even 

though the disagreement was for the sake of Heaven, it was still considered risky and 

potentially dangerous.)

Maybe this account of violence is historical. Or maybe this is a mythic story, a morality 

tale, to convey the truth that aggressive speech can actually be violent. The children’s 

nursery rhyme, asserting that “words can never hurt me,” is palpably untrue.

Our school will be joining with synagogues, schools, campuses, and Jewish organizations 

around the world in the fourth annual worldwide Jewish Week of Constructive Conflict, 

February 12-18, 2016. This year in Israel, the 9Adar Forum will be led by a range of 

organizations that work year-round facilitating constructive conflict in interpersonal, 

inter-religious, and intra-Jewish contexts. In our school, we will use the 9th of Adar 

as an opportunity to highlight the traditional Jewish values and practices of redifat 

shalom (pursuit of peace) and mahloket l’shem shamayim (constructive and sacred 

disagreement).

Please join us [INSERT SPECIFIC PROGRAMMING IN YOUR COMMUNITY]. May our 

efforts be a concrete expression of the prayers for peace we recite so often and so 

fervently. Oseh shalom bim’romav, Hu ya’aseh shalom, aleinu v’al kol Yisrael [v’al kol 

yoshvei teivel]. May the One who creates peace on high make peace for us, for all Israel, 

[and for all the peoples of the earth].
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